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them to attempt a new orientation ? How could I
help them to recognise in the two Indian leaders
whom they had clapped into gaol., the symbols of
two opposing methods, violence and non-violence,
aggresdipn and self-suffering, the impatience of
youth and the patience of the man of God?
What else, could I do but pray? Prayer always
thrusts one out into action sooner or later. One
of its main functions is to induce one to think
creatively; it stretches the imagination; it enables
one to see things and people not as they are but
as they might be; it strips the pomp, the sense of
power and the static security from the person
prayed for and permits one to see him as he is in
God's sight3 a mere child, needing help, needing
courage, needing enlightenment from God as
definitely as an infant needs the care of its mother.
So out of my prayer, early one morning, a letter
came to be written.
A group of us who loved our country with an
ever-growing passion was convinced that in Lord
Irwin, England had given her very best to India.
Quiet, wise, courageous, alert to the trend of events,
yet all the time aware of spiritual values, from the
moment of his arrival in India, he had been recog-
nised by Mr. Gandhi and his followers as a man
of God. He was recognised by others as the man
in all India most nearly akin in spirit to Mr. Gandhi
Jhimsdf. I set to work and composed the letter,
explaining something of the inwardness of the situa-
tion as I saw it and then appealing to my corre-
spondents to pray daily for the four men who held